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Unfortunately, Rachel had so much accustomed all who knew
her to feigned indispositions during the course of her theatri-
cal career, whenever it suited her convenience, that now the
members of the company could not be brought to believe her
as ill as she really was. Her own family, long doubted the
serious nature of her illness. Knowing how interested her
relatives were in her health for their own sakes, she had some-
times, in France, frightened her mother by complaining of just
the kind of symptoms she knew to be those of consumption.
Even when subsequently she was sent to reside in Egypt, few
in France believed her ill. She paid the penalty of former
deceptions.
The first performance was to have been given on the 25th of
December; it was postponed to the 6th of January, her physi-
cian having peremptorily required the delay. The tragedienne
herself was exceedingly disappointed; while the public mur-
mured and her 'companions accused her, she was suffering
acutely in mind and body. She removed to a house belong-
ing to M. Marty, the manager of the Havana theatre, and, se-
cluding herself entirely, refused to see even her relatives,.on
whom she laid the blame of having brought her from France
on this injudicious expedition. She declared that all the com-
pany should leave for Europe, and that she would remain be-
hind, keeping only Mademoiselles Briard and Durey, and her
faithful old Hose. It was her intention, as soon as she got
better, to perform detached scenes, in which she meant the
two actresses should assist her. She would have none of her
relatives remain with her; they must all go back to France.
This misanthropic fit lasted ten days, during which the two
ladies mentioned were alone admitted to see her. At last she
allowed herself to be persuaded that her wisest course would
be to return to Paris, where she could, have every resource of
medical art; it was agreed that every one, excepting Each el,
was to sail for New York on the 8th of January, and thence
for Europe on the 19th.,
When this decision was announced, great was the disap-
pointment of the actors, and with good reason, for, from the
4ay the notice was given, all salaries ceased. Mademoiselles
aailjBisard, Acting upon the idea Mademoiselle Rachel's

